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issue 1

the footnotes

P l e a s e n o t e : m u c h m o r e 
supplemental information, e.g., 
a growing bibliography and 
suggested reading, is available 
on the author's site.  It's also 
a place to discuss the thoughts 
raised in conduit.  join the 
conversation!



 
 
 
 
 the fermata: a musical symbol that means 
"sustain this note" ad librum.

a note about these footnotes:
as you'll see, each page is a palimpsest of its analogue in conduit.  hopefully 
this will help you skip to the page you were looking for.  if not, don't worry -- 
there's a page in the footnotes for each page in conduit so flipping to page 13 in 
the footnotes should satisfy your burning desire to know  who said that thing 
about "lost country" on page 13 in conduit.  
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do you follow the 
lives of celebrities?

kitties looking at fishies!  found on flickr:
http://flickr.com/photos/bobasonic/39598626/
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Let's just get the 9//1 reference out of the way 
immediately, shall we?

image: found on 
supermantv.net

5



lyrics from 
"timber" by kind 
of like spitting.

lyrics from 
"stereo" by 
pavement.

lyrics from 
"rhythm section 
want ad by they 
might be giants.

"stereo" 
again

lyrics from 
"color bars" by 
elliiott smith.

"once in a 
lifetime"

talking 
heads
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image: detail from a 
coca-cola ad. found 
through google images.

8



still photo from the neo-futurists'
"Too much light makes the baby go blind", october, '05.
http://nyneofuturists.org

dominic pettman in a class lecture.
http://blackjelly.com for more 
pettman bumper stickers.
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marshall mcluhan...

marshall mcluhan's 
"understanding media"

ISBN: 0262631598

jambi the 
genie's magic 
words in the tv 
show peewee's 
playhouse.

image: the author 
on a projection 
from the camera, 
center. taken with 
cameraphone in 
hand, right. at the 
integrated digital 
media institute lab, 
November, '05.
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image: a filtered* image 
of the infamous goatse.

i wonder if anyone's 
goatsed Baudrillard yet?

* the author is merciful.
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vision

light

writing

print

television

computers

networks

people!

nb: this is a very rough sketch of 
successive waves of media invention and 
encapsulation.  a detailed diagram of the 
history and interrelationship of media 
would be fucking huge.  

for example, o'reilly's 
history of programming 
languages poster is 17' x 39' 
http://www.oreilly.com/news/
graphics/prog_lang_poster.pdf
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william gibson 
speaking in the 
documentary no 
maps for these 
territories. 

http://nomaps.com

image: the lid of a 
gallon of delicious 
blue bell™ ice cream, 
available only in 
texas, dammit. taken 
10/05.

there's a very useful fan 
transcript of no maps at:  

http://www.columbia.edu/
~caw39/disclaimer.html
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everyone's 
scared 
shtiless 
(except bruce 
mao, 
apparently*). 

yorkefish bowl: stills from the video for  
radiohead's "No surprises" directed by Grant Gee.

* the neo-utopian designer.  
see http://
www.designigloo.com/
books/325.html
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if baudrillard did not exist, 
it would be necessary to 

invent him.

otherwise we wouldn't 
have the matrix.
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image: scan of a rock.  the 
purple is what happens when 
the scanner door's propped 
open a little bit.  the font is 
"silkscreen".
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image: some muscle 
magazine.

image: girolamo 
savonarola, as 
painted by Fra 
Bartolomeo in 1498.

image: an apparently 
paranoid-schizophrenic, 
apparently homeless man 
performing repetitive 
ablutions and penitent 
postures in a hippie cafe in 
austin, tx, 09/05.
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image: ouroboros, the 
world snake.  found in a 
google image search.
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see "Dream Worlds:
Mass Consumption 
in Late Nineteenth 
Century France" by 
Rosalind H. Williams. 
ISBN: 0-520-07424-6
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image: an ipod. Found in a 
google image search.

image: camo beer --  a cheap malt liquor.  
see http://40ozmaltliquor.com/
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the cycle of ad ➙ adbust ➙ ad approaches unity.

"resistance is feudal" -- perhaps i should unpack this 
pun.  

01.  under the feudal system, peons asked permission 
of their lord to do anything of importance and gave a 
large portion of the fruits of their labors in return 
for protection.  today's artists want to use every 
tool available, including the grand old barrel of 
tools called "sampling", yet they face a dilemna: if 
they don't have the protection of a large, rich 
corporation, they risk being sued into the ground for 
making art that becomes popular.  it's a catch-22. to 
think that culture and politics can be discussed 
separately is a dangerous naivetÉ.

02.  in another sense, i mean that all culture is grist 
for the mill.  low incremental cost leads to high 
production.  the flipside of standardization is 
homogenization.  let me unpack a mcluhanism:

"every extension is an amputation." ≃ every time we 

gain something by technology, we lose something. it's 

that simple.  
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images: the fine photo 
retouching work of greg 
apodaca.

http://homepage.mac.com/
gapodaca/
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image: http://www.paperdollheaven.com/
dolls/doityourselfdoll.42.php

nb: i didn't write the "lo ve! 
me!" and "shopping" on the 
white and black pants -- they 
were already there.

"[the] underworld has long 
ceased to assist the opposition 
of those excluded from culture 
to find expression, and now 
only lives on what is handed 
down to it from above." - 
theodor w. adorno in his essay 
On the Fetish Character in Music 
and the Regression of Listening, 
1938.  
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image: she's reading 
homer's odyssey, 
book 20: portents 
gather.  

image: her pendant, 
though illegible, 
definitely contains 
a symbolic fire -- 
the hearth. 
demeter.

image: the same man as on 
page 17.

image: the logo on 
the man's hat is 
nascar mickey.

image: reading joel 
osteen's "your 
best life now", 
chap. 1, "enlarge 
your vision".
- ibid.

images taken on the 
4/5 train, 12/05/05. 
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images: the same man 
from the top panel, 
previous page.
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see edgar wind's excellent "Art and anarchy" 
isbn: 0810107201
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image: a goldfish in a bowl. found on flickr:
http://flickr.com/photos/missprivate/63072300/

 much of music production, e.g., 
what nigel godrich does for 
radiohead, is about reproduction.  
about the form, the gallery, the 
medium.  

someone listening to the radio 
saying "i like that but..." and 
making their own slightly 
different version.  or "i like that 
-- i want to be it."  

"if i had an ax, i'd cut the 
cable."

- pete seeger, backstage at 
the 1965 newport folk 
festival, when Bob dylan 
debuted his new electric 
sound. -- according to 
pete seeger years later.  
accounts vary.

http://
www.berkshireweb.com/
rogovoy/interviews/
feat010605.html

if we soften adorno's 
absolute, polar declarations 
(to imply a broad but not 
complete effect on society), 
his thoughts become 
strikingly, profoundly 
relevant.

"perfect, immaculate performance in 
the latest style preserves the work 
at the price of its definitive 
reification.  It presents it as already 
complete from the very first note.  
the performance sounds like its own 
phonograph record. the dynamic is 
so predetermined that there are no 
longer any tensions at all.  The 
contradictions of the music material 
are so inexorably resolved in the 
moment of sound that it never 
arrives at the synthesis, the self-
production of the work, which 
reveals the meaning of every 
beethoven symphony. what is the 
point of the symphonic effort when 
the material on which that effort 
was to be tested has already been 
ground up?  The protective fixation 
of the works leads to its 
destruction, for its unity is realized 
in precisely that spontaneity which is 
sacrificed to the fixation. this last 
fetishism, which seizes on the 
substance itself, smothers it; the 
absolute adjustment of the 
appearance to the work denies the 
latter and makes it disappear 
unnoticed behind the apparatus, just 
as certain swamp-drainings take 
place not for their own sake but for 
that of the work." - Adorno, ibid.
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tree of life: my 
illustration. 

mouth: 
hasslefreeclipart.com

other images: webdings 
and wingdings fonts.
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images: my illustration 
and sandwiched images 
from the sandwich on 
page 10.
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background image: 
http://yourethemannowdog.ytmnd.com/
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image: a 
cameraphone shot 
of yours truly 
with  that cheap 
lens/shutter 
stretched effect.

"apocalypse" = revelation, 
an uncovering.  
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image: ladies and 
gentlemen, chris alvarez!

from alan moore's promethea, issue 32, page 28.
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...



truer words were never spoken.
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this is a work in progress.

i welcome your thoughts.

new issues are available at 
http://danwinckler.com/comics/

i made this with comic life, 
available at http://plasq.com
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